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The title palaiyakkarar desfl/gnated by t@e VljayanagaraEﬁplre in 14th century is still held by some fami-
lies in villages in a part of s &outh India: The title refers to territory, palaiyam or armed camps. The families
of the palaiyakkarar often hold archival sources ali}”henticating these titles and their corresponding terri-
tory. These sources 1nclu(f¢ a variety of d cumet;%é such as the family genealogy, inscriptions in stone and
copper, letters of ordmanceﬁbﬂame a few Such. sources are reproduced with|every change to‘thelarger
power structure recordlng the validation achdntmulty of authority. Since independence and, democragy
taking over the larger pohﬂcal structure in TIndia, the continuity in validation of these titles has been
stalled in the absence of favourable ordinance. This paper argues that such sources continue to vouch for
the lineage of authority and authenticate its continuity in collective memory brought about through not

only the display’of the sources but more importantly the practice of its contents.
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